
	
	

	
	

 Cougar Weekly Update 
 April 2, 2017 

 

Simons Middle School 
Our Vision is to become a School of Distinction 

“Cross the Line” 
 

This is going to be a tricky stretch of weeks for us at SMS.  Our number 
one goal from now until May 11th is to make sure that ALL our kids are 
prepared for success.  That is why we are here.  So that is going to be 
priority number one.  However, to prepare for the next chapter in our 
journey, we need to spend some time vision setting and planning for the 
transformational shift in our practice that is coming. And the crazy thing 
about that is…our kids and our community are counting on us to be at our 
best in both arenas.  We can’t afford to fail at either endeavor.  So, buckle 
up and settle in for a busy, fun, exciting, and rewarding last 8 weeks (5 
weeks until testing) of the school year. 
 
As March Madness comes to an end and we turn our focus toward the end of the school year and making sure that our 
students are prepared for success, I want to remind you of a story I shared with you about this time a year ago.  As many 
of you know, as a student at FCHS I was fortunate enough to be a part of arguably the best basketball team in school 
history.  We won the 10th Region Tournament and punched our ticket to the Sweet Sixteen for the first time 24 years.  At 
the time, we were only the second team from Fleming County to ever reach the state tournament.  The other came in 1974.  
At the Sweet Sixteen we got possibly the worst draw we could get.  Our opening round game was the last 1st round game 
of the tournament and was scheduled to tip off at 9:00 PM on Thursday night.  At that time, no team had ever made it to 
the final four let alone won the state championship playing in that time slot.  To do so a team would have to win at 9:00 
PM on Thursday, turn around and win at 9:00 PM on Friday and then again at 11:00 AM on Saturday to play in the state 
championship game on Saturday night. 
 

After we won the regional tournament at the Mason County Field 
House, we all thought we would have an easy few days of practice 
leading up to the state tournament. Our head coach, Lake Kelly, 
had other plans.  In the week leading up to the state tournament he 
pushed us harder than he had all year.  On the night before our first 
game in Rupp Arena we were doing 2-minute wall sits in the gym 
at 10:00 PM. If you don’t believe me ask any other member of that 
team.  They will back my story up.  Most coaches would have 
taken their teams on up to watch the opening day of the 
tournament, but instead we were at home in our gym working to 
get better until the very last possible moment.   
 
We won our first game against a very good Boyle County Team on 

that Thursday night.  We advanced to play the defending State Champions Eastern High School out of Louisville the next 
night.  No one gave us a chance to beat them.  We beat them by 19 points to advance to the Final Four and became the fan 
favorite of the tournament.  Unfortunately, our run ended in the Final Four against Paintsville.  We had a halftime lead but 
lost one of our best players to an injury.  Had that not happened I believe we would have won the state championship.  
Fleming County has been back to the state tournament three times since then (1999, 2013, & 2014) however that 1998 
team is still the only team in school history to win a state tournament game.   
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We succeeded that year because we believed and we trusted in each other.  We had a coach (a teacher) who pushed us, 
and would not allow us to be anything but the best version of ourselves.  I personally owe a lot to that coach.  He taught 
me lessons that I could have never learned from a text book.  Lessons I didn’t know I was learning until much later in life.  
You have the same opportunity.  Your students need you to believe in them, they need you to push them, and they need 
you to not allow them to be anything but the best version of themselves.  They may not know they need that, but if we do 
our job correctly they will be able to look back and see the impact you had on them.  An impact that will far out last May 
26th. 
 

 

Events of the Week: 
 

Monday, April 3rd 

• Admin Team Meeting (8:15 AM) 
 

Tuesday, April 4th 

• Volleyball team vs. Augusta (6:00) 
 

Wednesday, April 5th   
• PLC Day in the Conference Room.  No data 

presentations this week.  We are going to talk 
about preparation plans for KPREP 

• Faculty Meeting at 3:30 in the Library 
• Baseball Team @ Bracken Co (5:30) 
• Volleyball Team @ St. Patrick (6:00) 

 

Thursday, April 6th  
• Baseball Team vs. Morgan Co (5:30) 
• Volleyball Team vs. Nicholas Co (6:00) 

 

Friday, April 7th 
• Achielve 3000 follow-up training 
• Baseball Team vs. Clark Co (5:30) 

	QUOTE OF THE WEEK 
 

“The last thing you 
want to do is finish 
playing or doing 

anything and wish 
you would have 
worked harder.” 

 
-Derek Jeter 

• Our next Teacher 
Focus Group session 
will be April 26th.  You 
should be observing 
your group members. 
 

• Our next Cougar 
Coach session will be 
Monday April 10th.  
Please plan for that. 

• Those of you who are involved in Achieve3000, the followup training will be this Friday. 
This is a very important session for you to ask questions.  This program should be an 
imprtant part of your prep plans for any student that might be at risk. 
 

• When you are going to be absent, please make every effort to secure a substitute and 
get it in AESOP as soon as possible. There is a much greater chance of your absense 
being filled if you make personal contact with a sub. 
 

• ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE: Please plan a meeting for this week.  Let Mrs. Wilson or I know 
when that meeting will be so that we can get it communicated. 
 

• Stay in contact with parents of students who have academic AND/OR behavioral 
concerns.  


